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HEAD OFMAILTH EFT AND
COUNTERFEITING R ING GUILTY

P OENIX, ARIZONA -- The Unitd Stats Atiorney I Office for tie District of Arizona
announced that onJanuary 23, 2003, JJAN ANTONIO ROMERO, (39), ofAwonda }, Arizona, w as found
guily on an11 countindictn entt atcharged him w it conspiracy © o bt federallbw s proh ibiting teft
and possession ofsto Bn m ailand countrfeiting and utkering countrfeitsecurities, and separat count
tatcharged him with possessing im p Bment 1o countrfeitsecurities and possessing solbnmaill by a
federalury at Phoenix, Arizona.

The evidence attriallshowed tata group of 11 West\aly resident was sysem aticaly
stalng m ai lo getchecks and financia linform ation from May 2001 t©© ht Nowem ber 2001. They wou
ten aler and forge personallchecks, making tiem payab B © mem bers oftie group so ey coull be
negotiad. They took bank inform ation from business checks and used t atto creat com putr generatd
countrfeitchecks on various businesses which tey allo cashed. The emMdence allo showed tey used
custom er senvice phone num bers o effect® Bphonic transfers of funds and & Bph onic purch ases using

te stoln inform ation.

(MORE)
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Nine otier co-defendant p kaded guilly prior © triall One absconded from PretriallRe Base.

The defendantw as rem anded afer triall

JUAN ANTONIO ROMERO had been charged with violating Title 18 of the United StatesCode,
Sections 371 (Congiracy), 513(b) (Possessing Implements for Counterfeiting Securities), and 1708
(Possession of Stolen Mail). The case was tried before United States District Court Judge Frederick J.
Martone from January 14, to January 23, 2003.

A convictionfor 18 U.S.C. 371 and 1708 carriesa maximum penalty of 5 years, a$250,000 fine
or both. The maximum penalty for conviction of 18 U.S.C. 513(b) is10 years, a $250,000 fine, or both.

The investigation leading to the guilty verdict was conducted by the United States Postal
I ngoection Service, the Avondale Police Department, the Goodyear Police Department, and the Phoenix
Police Department.

Sentencing is set before Judge Martone on May 19, 2003, at 1:30 PM.

The prosecution isbang handled by Daniel R. Drake, Assstant United States Attorney, District
of Arizona, Phoenix, Arizona.
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